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23 April 2015 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
1. It has come to our attention that the International Institute for Tax and Finance 

(“IITF”) in association with the Thomas Jefferson School of Law in San Diego, CA, 
in the United States of America (“TJSL”), has become the target of smear 
campaign in an attempt by third parties to discredit the high standard of education 
that is being taught by well respected adjunct professors and specialists in the 
international tax field.   

 
2. A list of our lecturers, past and present, include: Prof T Abdulrazaq, Prof W. 

Byrnes, Prof K Engel, Prof DN Erasmus, Prof M van Blerck, M Korten, S Krause, 
Karl Muller, D Seccombe, Prof A Venter, H Vollebregt, K Watkin, and Adv J van 
Dorsten, all of whom are specialists and well respected in their fields. 

 
3. The IITF is an offshore online international institute that provides and facilitates the 

education of students from various countries to qualify and obtain an education and 
a qualification from the TJSL.  The IITF is accredited by the TJSL, where TJSL in 
turn is accredited by the American Bar Association (“ABA”) and complies fully with 
the standards set by the ABA. 

 
4. The certification of successful students is provided by the TJSL in respect of the 

following programmes: 
 

4.1 Diploma in Personal Taxation; 
 

4.2 Diploma in Payroll Taxes; 
 

4.3 Higher Diploma in Taxation; 
 

4.4 Advanced Diploma in Tax Procedural Law; 
 

4.5 Advanced Diploma in International Tax Law; 
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4.6 Advanced Diploma in Transfer Pricing; 

 
4.7 Advanced Diploma in Corporate Taxation. 

 
5. On successful completion of any one of more of these programmes students 

receive a credit towards the online TJSL Master of Laws (LLM). 
 
6. All of these details have been fully disclosed at all times at the following link on the 

IITF website: http://www.iitf.net/accreditation. 
 
7. In or around the beginning of 2014 it was brought to our attention that the 

Department of Higher Education in South Africa had requested an investigation into 
the operations of the IITF. IITF appointed independent legal advisors who 
confirmed that the operations of the IITF under scrutiny did not contravene 
domestic South African law. A case that was registered and investigated with the 
Randburg South African Police Service was withdrawn after representations were 
filed on behalf of the IITF. 

 
8. What follows below is a short summary as to why the IITF is of the view that it 

operates within the boundaries of law. 
 
9. The Education Act regulates higher education in South Africa. It was enacted on 19 

December 1997 to, inter alia: 
 

9.1 provide for the establishment, governance and funding of public higher 
education institutions; 

 
9.2 to provide for the registration of private higher education institutions; 

 
9.3 to provide for quality assurance and quality promotion in higher education. 

 
10. Section 1 of the Education Act defines certain important definitions: 
 

10.1 higher education is defined as meaning all learning programmes leading to 
a qualification that meets the requirements of the Higher Education 
Qualifications Framework (“the HEQF”). The HEQF became legislation in 
terms of Act 67 of 2008 which was enacted on 17 February 2009; 

 
10.2 a higher education institution is defined as meaning an institution that 

provides higher education on a full-time, part-time or distance basis; 
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10.3 a foreign juristic person is defined as a person who is registered or 
established as a juristic person in terms of a law of a foreign country and is 
recognised and registered as an external company in terms of South 
African company law; 

 
10.4 a private higher education institution is defined as an institution registered 

or conditionally registered as a private higher education institution in terms 
of Chapter 7 of the Education Act; 

 
10.5 to provide higher education is defined as meaning: 

 
10.5.1 the registering of students for higher education; 

 
10.5.2 the taking of responsibility for the provision and delivery of the 

curricula; 
 

10.5.3 the assessment of students regarding their learning programmes; 
 

10.5.4 the conferring of qualifications; 
 

10.5.5 in the name of the higher education institution concerned. 
 
11. Section 51 of the Education Act provides for the registration of a private higher 

education institution in South Africa. The section provides as follows: 
 

“51 Registration of private higher education institutions 
(1) No person other than a public higher education institution or an 

organ of state may provide higher education unless that person 
is-  
(a) in the prescribed manner, registered or conditionally 

registered as a private higher education institution in terms of 
this Act; and  

(b) registered or recognised as a juristic person in terms of the 
Companies Act, 1973 (Act 61 of 1973), before such person is 
registered or conditionally registered in accordance with 
paragraph (a). 

(2) If the person contemplated in subsection (1) is a foreign juristic 
person, that person must ensure that any qualification or part-
qualification offered within the Republic is registered on the sub-
framework for higher education on the National Qualifications 
Framework contemplated in section 7 (b) read with section 13 
(1) (h) of the National Qualifications Framework Act.” 
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12. Section 53 of the Education Act provides for the requirements of registration as 

follows: 
 

“53 Requirements for registration 
(1) The registrar may register an applicant as a private higher 

education institution if the registrar has reason to believe that the 
applicant- 
(a) is financially capable of satisfying its obligations to 

prospective students; 
(b) with regard to all of its higher education programmes- 

(i) will maintain acceptable standards that are not inferior 
to standards at a comparable public higher education 
institution;  

(ii) will comply with the requirements of the Higher 
Education Quality Committee;  

(c) complies with any other reasonable requirement prescribed 
by the Minister. 

(2) The registrar may require further information, particulars and 
documents in support of any application for registration.” 

 
13. Section 66 of the Education Act provides for the criminalisation of certain conduct 

as follows: 
 

“66 Offences 
(1) Any person other than a higher education institution, who, 

without the authority of a higher education institution- 
(a) offers or pretends to offer any higher education programme 

or part thereof;  
(b) purports to confer a qualification granted by a higher 

education institution, or in collaboration with a higher 
education institution; or 

(c) purports to perform an act on behalf of a higher education 
institution, is guilty of an offence and is liable on conviction 
to a sentence which may be imposed for fraud.  

(2) Any person who pretends that a qualification has been awarded 
to him or her by a higher education institution, whereas in fact no 
such qualification has been so awarded, is guilty of an offence 
and is liable on conviction to a sentence which may be imposed 
for fraud.  

(3) Any person who contravenes section 51 (1) (a), 54 (7) or 55 (2) 
is guilty of an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine or to 
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imprisonment not exceeding five years or to both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

(4) Any private higher education institution which does not comply 
with section 55 (1) is guilty of an offence and is liable on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding R20 000.” 

 
14. It is also important to consider the National Qualifications Framework and in 

particular that the HEQF regulates higher education in South Africa, inter alia, as 
follows: 

 
14.1 the advancement of recognition and learning is an essential attribute to a 

free and democratic nation and a pre-requisite for the development and 
well-being of the citizens; 

 
14.2 the National Qualifications Framework has won wide acceptance as the 

principal institution through which national education and training 
qualifications are recognised and quality assured. 

 
15. The HEQF contains the following important provisions: 
 

15.1 section 3 of the HEQF which states that it applies to qualifications offered 
by education institutions (naturally South Africa); 

 
15.2 section 4 of the HEQF which provides that the HEQF is a comprehensive 

system approved by the Minister for the classification, registration, 
publication and articulation of quality assured national qualifications; 

 
15.3 section 5 of the HEQG provides that: 

 
“Objectives of NQF 
5. (1) The objectives of the NQF are to –  

(a) create a single integrated national framework for 
learning achievements; 

(b) facilitate access to, and mobility and progression 
within, education, training and career paths; 

(c) enhance the quality of education and training; 
(d) accelerate the redress of past unfair discrimination in 

education, training and employment opportunities. 
(2) The objectives of the NQF are designed to contribute to the 

full personal development of each learner and the social 
and economic development of the nation at large. 



 

 

Page 6 

 

(3) SAQA and QCs must seek to achieve the objectives of the 
NQF by –  
(a)  developing, fostering and maintaining an integrated 

and transparent national framework for the 
recognition of learning achievements; 

(b) ensuring that South African qualifications meet 
appropriate criteria, determined by the Minister as 
contemplated in section 8, and are internationally 
comparable, and 

(c) ensuring that South African qualifications are of an 
acceptable quality.” 

 
16. It is accordingly important to appreciate that the HEQF intends to ensure that there 

is a development, fostering and maintenance of a transparent national framework 
for the recognition of learning achievements. Moreover, the South African 
qualifications must meet appropriate criteria which are internationally comparable 
and ensuring that South African qualifications are of an acceptable quality. 

 
17. The IITF operates within international best practice of online education institutions 

and in all material proclaims that it is the TJSL that offers higher education 
programmes (in co-operation with the IITF) and most importantly that all 
qualifications pursuant to the education programmes followed, were granted by the 
TJSL as it is entitled to do following an identical practice to other well-known 
international education institutions, for example: 

 
17.1 the Edinburgh Business School of the Herriot-Watt University of Scotland; 

 
17.2 the Open University of the United Kingdom; 

 
17.3 the University of Liverpool of the United Kingdom; 

 
17.4 the Business School of the Netherlands. 

 
18. The roles of the involved parties in this matter are as follows:  
 

18.1 the TJSL is a prominent registered and accredited University in San Diego, 
USA. The TJSL has a campus in San Diego, California, USA; 

 
18.2 the Associate Dean Professor at the TJSL involved with the IITF in its 

association with  TJSL is Professor William Byrnes (“Professor Byrnes”); 
 

18.3 the TJSL is duly accredited in the United States of America as a University 
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and Higher Education institution meeting all international criteria for higher 
education. In the field of law, the TJSL is, inter alia recognised by the 
American Bar Association.  

 
19. CERTIFICATION 
 

The student will receive an approved, internationally recognised, 
certification issued by the prestigious Thomas Jefferson School of 
Law. The following benefits are also offered by TJSL: 
• Internationally recognized certification; 
• Delivery of course material through the IITF CAMPUS system; 
• Credit towards any other LLM course, offered by TJSL, and 

commenced within 3 years, by approved students 
• Exclusive database of tax research material; 
• Student will become an Alumni of TJSL; 
• World class international tax specialists as lecturers; 
• The ADipTP delivers 2 credits towards the TJSL LLM in 

International Tax and Finance. 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law is an American Bar Association 
(ABA) approved tertiary education institution in the US. The ABA is 
recognised by the US Department of Education, and the states’ 
equivalents, as the primary accrediting body for US law schools. 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law is also approved by the American 
Association of Law Schools as well as the American Academy of 
Financial Management. The American Bar Association imposes 
strict standards of education on Thomas Jefferson School of Law 
and its associated educational institutions such as IITF. 
The programmes offered by IITF have been reviewed and approved 
these courses as complying with the stringent requirements of the 
American Bar Association imposed on TJSL, as these courses, on 
completion, will earn the successful student credits towards the 
TJSL Master of Laws (Legum Magister), Master of Science of Law 
(Juris Scientiae Magister) and Doctor of Juridical Science (Scientiae 
Juridicae Doctor). For the reason it was necessary to ensure that 
these courses comply with the ABA standards imposed on this law 
school (and indirectly on ITI). Consequently it is not necessary now 
also to obtain standing with SAQA. You are ultimately earning 
credits towards a US LLM degree. The interim qualifications are also 
US accredited qualifications (having complied with the US standards 
of education mentioned). While I believe that South African 
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institutions offer high quality degrees, it is beyond contention that the 
world view holds a US degree in a substantially higher regard.” 

 
20. The published material of the IITF does not mislead students. To the contrary: 
 

20.1 it is emphasised over and over that it is an international qualification from 
an international institution (TJSL); 

 
20.2 no claim or reference is made thereto that a South African registered 

qualification is offered or obtained. 
 
21. Tienie Maritz of the South African Qualifications Authority (“SAQA”) also confirmed 

to the IITF that as long as the IITF is not claiming to issue a South African 
qualification, it does not fall under the relevant legislation.  

 
22. At a meeting with the Council for Higher Education, Tamara Bezuidenhout, senior 

project manager in the programmes accreditation, confirmed that a fully online 
institute of higher education had never applied for accreditation.  It was specifically 
asked to Tamara Bezuidenhout whether, according to her knowledge, there was 
any legal impediment against the IITF to operate as explained above. According to 
Tamara Bezuidenhout as long as the IITF did not purport to issue any South 
African qualification, the IITF was acting within the law and need not apply for 
accreditation.  

 
23. In conclusion therefore: 
 

23.1 the IITF does not hold out that it provides a learning programme which is 
registered within the ambit of the Education Act; 

 
23.2 the IITF at all material times was and is operating within the ambit of the 

law; 

 
23.3 all the material of the IITF explains the award of certification through the 

TJSL; 

 
23.4 no student could have and can be mislead to believe anything different. 

 
24. As a result of what is set out above, this information was supplied to the 

investigating authorities, and the investigation was ceased. The notification that the 
IITF is a “bogus” college is clearly wrong. 
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25. The appropriate correspondence is being addressed to the Department of Higher 

Education and to the South African Institute of Tax Practitioners (“SAIT”) to desist 
from promoting any smearing of the IITF’s good reputation and name. 
 

26. We are aware that SAIT are contacting members to say that their IITS (sic) 
qualification is not recognized because “…the Higher Diploma in Taxation as listed 
on page 108 of the DHET bogus colleges list will therefore not be accepted by 
SAIT for membership.” Whilst it is in the discretion of the SAIT to recognise 
qualifications it is emphasised that successful students receive a graduation 
certificate from the Thomas Jefferson School of Law, San Diego, CA, USA, an 
international college or university. 

 
 
International Institute for Tax and Finance 


