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I. Introduction 
 
Alien individuals might need permission from the Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) before departing from 
the United States (“U.S.”). To leave the U.S., such individuals may be required to obtain a certificate of 
compliance from the IRS under Section 6851(d) of the Internal Revenue Code (“IRC” or the “Code”). This 
certificate (“Certificate” or “Certificate of Compliance”), often referred to as a sailing permit or departure per-
mit, can be obtained by filing either IRS Form 1040-C, U.S. Departing Alien Income Tax Return, or IRS 
Form 2063, U.S. Departing Alien Income Tax Statement and Annual Certificate of Compliance.

2
 It certifies 

that a taxpayer has complied with all the obligations imposed upon him by the U.S. income tax laws.
3
 Resi-

dent and nonresident aliens who intend to leave the U.S. or a U.S. possession, either temporarily or perma-
nently, subject to certain exceptions, must obtain this Certificate from the IRS and present it at the point of 
departure.

4
 The purpose of this article is to explore the Certificate of Compliance requirement and provide 

detailed information on who must and how to obtain a Certificate from the IRS, as well as to promote the tax 
compliance of alien taxpayers.  
 
II. Certificate of Compliance–Relevant Authorities 

 
Section 6851(d) of the Code, which was initially codified as Section 250(g) of the Revenue Act of 1921, pro-
vides that: 

(d) Departure of Alien  
Subject to such exceptions as may, by regulations, be prescribed by the Secretary— 
 
(1) no alien shall depart from the United States unless he first procures from the Secre-

tary a certificate that he has complied with all the obligations imposed upon him by the 
income tax laws.   
 

(2) payment of taxes shall not be enforced by any proceedings under the provisions of this 
section prior to the expiration of the time otherwise allowed for paying such taxes if, in 
the case of an alien about to depart from the United States, the Secretary determines 
that the collection of the tax will not be jeopardized by the departure of the alien.

5
 

(emphasis added) 
 

Section 1.6851-2(a)(1) of the Treasury Regulations provides that any alien who departs from the U.S. or 
any of its possessions after January 20, 1961, must procure a Certificate that he satisfied all the obligations 
imposed by the income tax laws. To obtain the Certificate, an alien must 1) file the required statements or 
returns with the district director at the internal revenue district in which the alien is located, 2) appear before 
such district director if the district director deems it necessary, and 3) pay any taxes required by the regula-
tions.

6
 The Certificate must be presented at the point of departure.

7
 Failure to present the Certificate might 

lead to an examination by an internal revenue officer at the departure point.
8
 

 

SAILING PERMIT  
 
IRS FORM 1040-C, U.S. DEPARTING ALIEN INCOME 
TAX RETURN, AND IRS FORM 2063, U.S. DEPARTING 
ALIEN INCOME TAX STATEMENT AND ANNUAL CERTIFI-

CATE OF COMPLIANCE 

By Frank Agostino, Esq. and Inhyuk Yoo, Esq.1 



13 

 

The Internal Revenue Manual (“IRM”) further provides that “[m]ost resident aliens and certain nonresident 
aliens must obtain a ‘Certificate of Compliance’ from the IRS before leaving the United States. The certifi-
cate signifies that the taxpayer has filed all tax returns and paid all tax due to the United States through the 
date the certificate is issued.”

9
  

 
This Certificate can be obtained by filing with the IRS either IRS Form 1040-C, U.S. Departing Alien Income 
Tax Return, or IRS Form 2063, U.S. Departing Alien Income Tax Statement, and obtaining a signature on 
the certificate page included in either of the Forms.

10
 

 
III. Who Must Obtain the Certificate of Compliance? 

 

Resident or nonresident aliens who intend to leave the U.S. must obtain a Certificate unless they fall into 
one of the exceptions prescribed in the Section 1.6851-2(a)(2) of the Treasury Regulations. Such excep-
tions include: 

(1) Representatives of foreign governments with diplomatic passports, members of their 
households, and servants accompanying them;

11
  

(2) Employees of international organizations and foreign governments and members of their 
households whose compensation for official services is exempt under U.S. tax law and who 
receive no other income from U.S. sources;

12
 

(3) Alien students, industrial trainees, and exchange visitors, including their spouses and chil-
dren, who enter on an “F-1,” “F-2,” “H-3,” “H-4,” “J-1,” “J-2,” or “Q” visa only and who re-
ceive no income from U.S. sources other than certain income allowed under Section 
1.6851-2(a)(2) of the Treasury Regulations;

13
 and  

(4) Alien students, including their spouses and children, who enter on an “M-1” or “M-2” visa 
only and who receive no income from U.S. sources other than certain income allowed un-
der Section 1.6851-2(a)(2) of the Treasury Regulations.

14
 

 
Additionally, the Certificate will not be required for certain aliens who are temporarily in the U.S., 
unless the IRS has reason to believe that the alien has received income subject to tax and that the 
collection of income tax is jeopardized by departure.

15
 Such aliens include: 

(1) An alien visitor for pleasure admitted solely on a B-2 visa; 
(2) An alien visitor for business admitted on a B-1 visa or B-2 visa, who does not remain in the 

U.S. for a period exceeding a total of 90 days during the taxable year; 
(3) An alien in transit through the U.S. on a C-1 visa or under a contract, including a bond 

agreement, between a transportation line and the Attorney General; 
(4) An alien admitted to the U.S. on a border-crossing identification card or with respect to 

whom passports, visas, and border-crossing identification cards are not required, if such 
alien is a visitor for pleasure or a visitor for business who does not remain in the U.S. for a 
period exceeding a total of 90 days during the taxable year, or if such alien is in transit 
through the U.S.; 

(5) An alien military trainee admitted to the U.S. to pursue a course of instruction under the 
auspices of the Department of Defense who departs from the U.S. on official military travel 
orders; or 

(6) An alien resident of Canada or Mexico who commutes to the U.S. at frequent intervals for 
the purpose of employment and whose wages are subject to the withholding of tax.

16
  

 

IV. When and How to Obtain the Certificate of Compliance 
 

To get a Certificate, an alien must visit an IRS office at least 2 weeks before he departs the U.S. and “file 
either Form 2063 or Form 1040-C and any other required tax returns that have not been filed.”

17
 The Certifi-

cate may not be issued more than 30 days before the alien leaves.
18

 If the spouse of the alien applying for 
the Certificate also is an alien and leaving the U.S., both the alien and the alien spouse must go to the IRS 
office.

19
 An appropriate IRS office can be found at IRS.gov/help/contact-your-local-irs-office by clicking on 

Taxpayer Assistance Center Office Locator.
20

 A taxpayer can find nearby IRS offices by entering his zip 
code and clicking on "hours and services" to see if Alien Clearance service is available at that office.

21
 Tax-
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payer Assistance Centers (TACs) operate by appointment.
22

 If an alien cannot appear in person, he may 
appoint a representative by completing Form 2848, Power of Attorney.

23
 The representative MUST bring 

the valid Form 2848 to the TAC.
24

  
 
An alien can get a Certificate by filing with the IRS one of the forms described below. Both forms have a 
‘Certificate of Compliance’ section to be signed by an agent of the Field Assistance Area Director.  
 
1. Form 2063, U.S. Departing Alien Income Tax Statement 
Form 2063 is a short form that does not include a tax computation. Departing aliens who can get their Cer-
tificates by filing this form are: 

(1) Aliens, whether resident or nonresident, who have had no taxable income for the tax year up to and 
including the date of departure and for the preceding year, if the period for filing the income tax re-
turn for that year has not expired;

25
 

(2) Resident aliens who have received taxable income during the tax year or preceding year and 
whose departure will not hinder the collection of any tax. However, if the IRS has information indi-
cating that the aliens are leaving to avoid paying their income tax, they must file a Form 1040-C.

26
 

 
Aliens who are eligible to use this form but have not filed an income tax return or paid income tax for any 
tax year must file the return and pay the income tax before they can be issued a Certificate.

27
 The Certifi-

cate detached from Form 2063 can be used for all departures during the current year, although the IRS 
may cancel the Certificate for any later departure if the collection of income tax is believed to be in jeop-
ardy.

28
 

 
 
2. Form 1040-C, U.S. Departing Alien Income Tax Return  
 
If an alien must get a Certificate but does not qualify to use Form 2063, he must file Form 1040-C.

29
 Gener-

ally, “all income received or reasonably expected to be received during the tax year up to and including the 
date of departure must be reported on Form 1040-C and the tax on it must be paid.”

30
 If an alien pays any 

tax shown as due on the Form 1040-C and file all returns and pay all tax due for previous years, he can 
receive a Certificate.

31
 Sometimes, the IRS may permit an alien to furnish a bond guaranteeing payment 

instead of paying the taxes.
32

 Of note, the Certificate issued under this condition is only for the specific de-
parture for which it is issued.

33
 If an alien provides the IRS with information showing that his departure does 

not jeopardize the collection of income tax, he can get a Certificate without having to pay the tax shown on 
the form.

34
  

 
However, he must file all income tax returns that have not yet been filed as required and pay all income tax-
es due on those returns.

35
 The Certificate issued by filing this form can be used for all departures during the 

current year unless the IRS determines that the collection of income tax is in jeopardy and cancels the per-
mit.

36
 Filing this form does not relieve taxpayer’s duty to file U.S. tax returns.

37
 It is merely for obtaining the 

Certificate. Taxpayers must file their income tax return as required by law even if Form 1040-C has already 
been filed.

38
  

 
Along with Form 1040-C or Form 2063, an alien should consider submitting supplemental documents to 
make the IRS process faster and easier. Such documents include: 

(1) Passport and alien registration card or visa; 
(2) Copies of U.S. income tax returns filed for the past 2 years;  
(3) Receipts for income taxes paid on these returns; 
(4) Receipts, bank records, canceled checks, and other documents that prove deductions, 

business expenses, and dependents claimed on returns; 
(5) A statement from each employer showing wages paid and tax withheld from January 1 of 

the current year to the date of departure. If self-employed, an alien can bring a statement of 
income and expenses up to the date he plans to leave; 

(6) Proof of estimated tax payments for the past year and this year; 
(7) Documents showing any gain or loss from the sale of personal property and/or real proper-

ty, including capital assets and merchandise; 
(8) Documents relating to scholarship or fellowship grants;  
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(9) Documents indicating an alien qualifies for any special tax treaty benefits claimed; 
(10) Document verifying alien’s date of departure from the United States, such as an airline tick-

et;  
(11) Document verifying U.S. taxpayer identification number, such as a social security card or 

an IRS-issued Notice CP 565 showing individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN).
39

 
 

 
Obtaining the Certificate by filing either of the forms explained above might also be important for the pur-
pose of determining an alien’s residency status. Determining an alien’s status as a resident or nonresident 
is important under the Code. One method of determining that status is the substantial presence test under 
section § 7701(b)(3) of the Code. That test counts the number of days the alien is physically present in the 
U.S. to determine residency status. For purposes of that test, the Certificate can be used as supporting evi-
dence to show that the alien left the country and was not present in the U.S.  
 
V. Enforcement of the Certificate of Compliance Requirement 
 
1. No Monetary Penalty or Strict Monitoring Process 

 
Although obtaining a Certificate is a mandatory obligation for aliens departing from the U.S., not many de-
parting aliens follow such obligation. According to a U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) Report, 
the number of forms filed requesting Certificates has decreased substantially over the past decades.

40
 “[T]

he number of Form 1040-C sailing permits filed dropped from about 176,000 in calendar year 1960 to 1,245 
in fiscal year 1986 . . .  about 1,000 Forms 1040-C were filed for tax year 2006.”

41
  

 
“[N]either the IRS nor the U.S. Customs and Immigration Service  have actively enforced the sailing permit 
requirement for decades.”

42
 Although the law provides that an alien individual who attempts to depart from 

the U.S. without a Certificate might be stopped and examined by an IRS agent at the point of departure, it is 
rarely done in practice. Further, no provision of the Internal Revenue Code, Treasury Regulation, or U.S. 
immigration law prescribes a specific monetary penalty for failure to obtain the Certificate.  
 
2. Indirect Enforcement: Termination Assessment and Prevent Departure Order 

 
Although there is no monetary penalty to enforce the Certificate of Compliance obligation, there does exist 
certain negative consequences that aliens departing without obtaining the Certificate might face, which can 
motivate them to comply with the requirement. 

 
First, under Section 6851(a) of the Code, the IRS may make an immediate assessment and pursue collec-
tion without the need to follow normal assessment procedure.

43
 If the IRS finds that an alien’s departure 

from the U.S. tends to prejudice the collection of income tax, it can terminate the alien’s taxable period and 
immediately make an assessment and move to collect.

44
 The determination of whether the departure of the 

alien would result in jeopardy of collection is made on examination of all the facts in the case.
45

 Failure to 
comply with tax laws by departing from the U.S. without obtaining a Certificate can indicate jeopardy of col-
lection and may trigger the termination assessment. For instance, every nonresident alien required to obtain 
a Certificate of Compliance “who wishes to establish that his departure does not result in jeopardy shall fur-
nish to the district director such information as may be required for the purpose of determining whether the 
departure of the alien jeopardizes collection of the income tax and thus requires termination of his taxable 
period.”

46
 If a proper Certificate is not obtained, the departure of a nonresident alien would be deemed to be 

a collection jeopardy and lead to a termination assessment. Therefore, any aliens departing from the U.S. 
are advised to obtain Certificate to avoid potential termination assessment, which functions as an enforce-
ment mechanism.  

 
Second, it is possible that the IRS could prevent a departing alien from leaving the U.S. if he doesn’t have a 
Certificate. This administrative action, similar to the Writ Ne Exeat Republica,

47
 is called a “Prevent Depar-

ture Order.”
48

 Under 22 C.F.R. § 46.2(a), “[n]o alien shall depart, or attempt to depart, from the United 
States if his departure would be prejudicial to the interest of the United States under the provisions of 
46.3."

49
 That provision provides that the departure of “[a]ny alien who is needed in the United States in con-

nection with any investigation or proceeding . . . conducted by any official executive . . . board, bureau, 
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commission” is deemed prejudicial to the interests of the U.S.
50

 Under these regulations, a revenue officer 
is entitled to request a Prevent Departure Order if an alien attempts to depart from the U.S. without a Certifi-
cate. If the alien subject to the Prevent Departure Order is found attempting to exit the U.S., he will be de-
tained, and “the revenue officer will be notified and requested to provide instructions to the Customs of-
ficer.”

51
 Given the trend of the increasing intergovernmental communication and information sharing to pre-

vent international tax evasion, alien taxpayers cannot rule out the possibility that the government will devel-
op a system that can identify departing aliens without a Certificate before they exit the country. In that case, 
the travel of aliens without Certificates will be significantly delayed. Therefore, the existence of the Prevent 
Departure Order functions as a preventative measure and can enforce the compliance with the Certificate 
requirement.  

 

3. The Trend of the Increased Enforcement of International Tax Compliance 
 
The U.S. has been enforcing various laws and reporting obligations to enforce the tax compliance of inter-
national taxpayers–i.e. nonresident alien taxpayers in the U.S., U.S. taxpayers living abroad, U.S. taxpayers 
with foreign financial accounts, etc. This includes the Bank Secrecy Act of 1970 which requires the Report 
of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (“FBAR”)

52
 and the enactment of the Foreign Account Tax Compli-

ance Act (“FATCA”) in 2010.
53

 In addition, the Fixing America's Surface Transportation (“FAST”) Act enact-
ed in 2015 added section 7345 to the Code, which allows the revocation of the passports of U.S. citizens 
who owe “seriously delinquent tax debt.”

54
 The application of this section can cause a serious delay in inter-

national travel of non-compliant U.S. taxpayers.  
   
The U.S. has been becoming more focused on its collection of taxes from resident and nonresident alien 
taxpayers, as well as the taxpayers with foreign income or financial assets. As discussed, the IRS’ enforce-
ment of the Certificate requirements is not actively performed at the point of departure; however, Congress 
may provide other enforcement mechanisms for the Certificate that could allow the IRS to step up its efforts 
to ensure foreign persons’ U.S. tax compliance and generate more tax revenue. Although no one could say 
with certainty, the recent trend, combined with the sufficient motivation for the IRS to strengthen the en-
forcement of the Certificates and the development of digital technology easing the intergovernmental infor-
mation exchange, permits a prediction that the IRS is likely to come up with a system that enables more 
effective detection of departing aliens without Certificate. This prediction calls for a caution by departing 
aliens and their compliance with the Certificate requirement. 
   
VI. Conclusion 
 
Although it is not widely known to aliens living in the U.S., obtaining a Certificate before leaving the U.S. is a 
mandatory obligation prescribed in the Code. An alien individual who plans to leave the U.S., even tempo-
rarily, must be aware of this requirement and remain tax complaint by obtaining this permit. As described 
above, the process of filing necessary forms and getting a signature on the Certificate of Compliance page 
is not as difficult as one might imagine. Although this requirement is not currently being strictly enforced, it 
is more likely than not that the IRS will start enforcing it more actively in the future. Therefore, a traveling 
alien should still obtain a Certificate to avoid any potential negative consequences that might occur in the 
future.

55
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43. I.R.C. §6851(a)(1). 
44. Id.  
45. Treas. Reg. §1.6851-2(b)(1)(ii). 
46. Treas. Reg. §1.6851-2(b)(3)(i). 
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EXHIBIT A 
Chart of Line-by-Line Statutory Guidance and Authority for IRS Form 1040-C 

 
 

Line # Statute and 
Code Sec-
tions 

Regulations IRS Publications/
Instructions 

Part I Explanation of Status – Resident or Nonresident Alien 

1. Check the box or boxes that 
apply. 
□ Group I—Resident alien. 
□ Group II—Nonresident 
alien with income effectively 
connected with a U.S. trade 
or business. 
□ Group III—Nonresident 
alien with income not effec-
tively connected with a U.S. 
trade or business. 

I.R.C. § 7701 
(b)(1); I.R.C. § 
864(c) 

Treas. Reg. 
§ 301.7701(b)-
1; Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.864-4 

IRS Publication 519, at 
3-14; IRS Form 1040-C 
Instructions 

2. Type of trade or business or 
occupation in the United 
States. 

I.R.C. § 864(b) Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.864-2 

IRS Publication 519, at 
17-22; IRS Form 1040-
C Instructions 

3. Visa number and class un-
der which you were last ad-
mitted to the United States. 

 8 U.S.C. § 
1101(a)(15) 

8 C.F.R. § 
214.1 

IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions 

4. Do you have a permit to 
reenter the United States? 
□ Yes □ No 
If “Yes”, enter the expiration 
date. 

8 U.S.C. § 
1203 

8 C.F.R. §§ 
223.1(a) and 
223.3 

IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions 

5. Have you signed a waiver of 
rights, privileges, exemp-
tions, and immunities as 
described under Exceptions 
in the instructions? 
□ Yes □ No 
If “Yes”, enter the date 
signed. 

8 U.S.C. § 
1257(b) 

8 C.F.R. § 
247.1, et. seq. 

IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/864
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/864
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.864-4
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.864-4
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/864
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.864-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.864-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1101
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1101
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/214.1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/214.1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1203
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1203
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/223.1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/223.1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/223.3
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/223.3
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1257
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1257
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/part-247
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/part-247
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
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6. During your stay in the United 
States did you furnish Form 
W-9, Request for Taxpayer 
Identification Number and 
Certification, to a withhold-
ing agent? 
□ Yes □ No 

I.R.C. § 1441 Treas. Reg. 
§ 31.3406(h)-3 

IRS Publication 519, at 
39 

7. a. Have you applied for U.S. 
citizenship? 
□ Yes □ No 
b. Have you applied for, or 
taken other affirmative steps 
to apply for, lawful perma-
nent resident status (green 
card holder) in the United 
States, or do you have an 
application pending to 
change your status to that of 
a lawful permanent resident 
of the United States? 

8 U.S.C. § 
1445; 8 U.S.C. 
§ 1255 

8 C.F.R. § 
316.4; 8 C.F.R. 
§ 245.2 

IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions 

8. If you filed income tax returns 
in the United States, give 
the following information for 
2019. 
a. Type of return filed (for 
example, Form 1040, 1040-
SR, 1040-NR, etc.) 
b. Your U.S. address, if any, 
shown on return 
c. Taxable income reported 
$________________ 
d. Total tax payments 
$________________ 
e. Balance due 
$________________ 

I.R.C. § 6011 Treas. Reg. 
§1.1-1 

IRS Publication 519, at 
25-27; IRS Form 1040-
C Instructions 

9. Do you know of any current 
charges against you con-
cerning your U.S. taxes for 
any tax period? 
□ Yes □ No 

I.R.C. § 6851 Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.6851-2 

IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions 

10. Do you plan to return to the 
United States? 
□ Yes □ No 
If “Yes”, complete lines 11 
through 13 below. 

I.R.C. §§ 877, 
877A, 6851(d) 

Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.6851-2 

IRS Publication 519, at 
50-52; IRS Form 1040-
C Instructions 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/1441
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/31.3406(h)-3
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/31.3406(h)-3
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1445
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1255
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1255
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/316.4
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/245.2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/245.2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6011
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.1-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.1-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6851
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/877
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/877A
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6851
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
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11. Are your spouse and any 
children remaining in the 
United States? 
□ Yes □ No 

I.R.C. § 6851(d) Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.6851-2 

IRS Publication 519, at 
50-52; IRS Form 1040-
C Instructions 

12. Show the approximate value 
and location in the United 
States of any property held 
by you. 
Real property 

$____ Loca-
tion________ 

Stocks and bonds 
$____ Loca-
tion________ 

Cash 
$____ Loca-
tion________ 

Other (Specify) 
$____ Loca-
tion________ 

I.R.C. § 6851 Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.6851-2 

IRS Publication 519, at 
50-52; IRS Form 1040-
C Instructions 

13. If you will not return to the 
United States before the 
due date for filing a final 
U.S. income tax return for 
the current year or the due 
date for filing a final U.S. 
income tax return for the 
preceding year, what ar-
rangements have you made 
to file the final income tax 
return(s) and pay the tax
(es)? 

I.R.C. §§ 6011, 
6851 

Treas. Reg. 
§§ 1.6011-1, 
1.6851-2 

IRS Publication 519, at 
50-52; IRS Form 1040-
C Instructions 

Part II Dependents 

14. (a) First name Last name 
Social security number 
Relationship to you 
✓ if qualifies for Child tax 

credit/ Credit for other 
dependents 

I.R.C. § 152 Treas. Reg. 
§§ 1.151-1, 
1.151- 2 

IRS Publication 501, at 
10-11; IRS Form 1040-
C Instructions; IRS 
Form 1040 Instructions 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6851
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6851
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6011
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6851
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6011-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/152
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.151-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.151-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.151-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p501.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p501.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
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Part III Figuring Your Income Tax 

15. Total income (from page 3, 
Schedule A, line 4, column 
(d) or (e)). 

I.R.C. § 61 Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.61-1 

IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

16. Adjustments. See the in-
structions and attach appro-
priate form or statement. 

I.R.C. § 62 Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.62-1 

IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

17. Adjusted gross income. 
Subtract line 16 from line 
15. 

I.R.C. § 62 Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.62-1 

IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

18. Enter the amount from page 
4, Schedule D, line 6 or 12, 
whichever applies. 

I.R.C. §§ 1, 2(d) Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.1-1 

IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

19. Credits. See the instruc-
tions and attach appropriate 
form or statement. 

I.R.C. § 21 – 
54AA 

See Generally, 
Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.30-1 
through 1.44B-
1T 

IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

20. Subtract line 19 from line 
18. If zero or less, enter -0-. 

N/A N/A IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions 

21. Other taxes. See the in-
structions and attach appro-
priate form. 

I.R.C. §§ 86, 
408, 1401-03, 
1411, 3101(b)
(2), 3501, 6017 
  

See, e.g., 
Treas. Reg. §§ 
1.408-1, 1.408-
2, 1.1401-1, 
1.1402-1, 
1.1411-4. 
 

IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/61
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.61-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.61-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/62
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.62-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.62-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/62
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.62-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.62-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.1-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.1-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/subtitle-A/chapter-1/subchapter-A/part-IV
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/subtitle-A/chapter-1/subchapter-A/part-IV
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/86
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/408
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/1401
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/1411
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/3101
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/3101
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/3501
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6017
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.408-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.408-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.408-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.408-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.408-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.1401-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.1411-4.
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
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 22. Tax for Group I or II. Add 
lines 20 and 21. 

N/A N/A IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions 

23. Total income (from page 3, 
Schedule A, line 4, column 
(f)). 

I.R.C. § 61 Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.61-1 

IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

24. Tax (30% of line 23). If less 
than 30%, attach statement 
showing computation. 

I.R.C. § 871 Treas. Reg. 
§§ 1.871-7, 
1.871-8 

IRS Publication 519, at 
39-45; IRS Form 1040-
C Instructions 

25. Total tax. Add lines 22 and 
24 Note: Your tax liability on 
your final return may be dif-
ferent from line 25. 

N/A N/A IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions 

26. U.S. income tax paid or 
withheld at source (from 
page 3, Schedule A, lines 4 
and 5, column (c)). 

I.R.C. § 3402 See Generally, 
Treas. Reg. 
§§ 31.3402(a)-1 
through 
31.3402(r)-1 

IRS Publication 519, at 
39-45; IRS Form 1040-
C Instructions 

27. 2020 estimated tax pay-
ments and amount applied 
from 2019 return. 

I.R.C. § 6315 Treas. Reg. 
§1.6153-1 

IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

28. Other payments (specify). I.R.C. § 21 – 
54AA 

See Generally, 
Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.30-1 
through 1.44B-
1T 

IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

29. Total payments. Add lines 
26 through 28. 

N/A N/A IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions 

30. If line 25 is more than line 
29, subtract line 29 from line 
25. This is the amount you 
owe. 

N/A N/A IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/61
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.61-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.61-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/871
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.871-7
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.871-7
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.871-8
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/3402
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-31/subpart-E
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-31/subpart-E
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-31/subpart-E
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-31/subpart-E
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-31/subpart-E
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6315
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6153-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6153-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/subtitle-A/chapter-1/subchapter-A/part-IV
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/subtitle-A/chapter-1/subchapter-A/part-IV
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
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EXHIBIT B 
Chart of Line-by-Line Statutory Guidance and Authority for IRS Form 2063 

Line # Statute Code 
Sections 

Regulations IRS Publications/
Instructions 

1. Name N/A N/A N/A 

2. U.S. address N/A N/A N/A 

3. Foreign address N/A N/A N/A 

4. Tax Year N/A N/A N/A 

5. While in the U.S., check if 
you were: 
          An employee 
          Self-employed 

I.R.C. §§ 31, 
1401, 1403 

Treas. Reg. 
§§ 1.31-1,  
1.1401-1 

IRS Publication 17 

6. Of what country are you a 
citizen or subject? 

I.R.C. § 7701(b)
(1) 

Treas. Reg. 
§ 301.7701(b)-1 

IRS Publication 519, at 
3-7 

7. Passport or alien registration 
 card number 

I.R.C. § 7701(b)
(1) 

Treas. Reg. 
§ 301.7701(b)-1 

IRS Publication 519, at 
3-7 

8. Date of departure I.R.C. § 7701(b)
(1) 

Treas. Reg. 
§ 301.7701(b)-1 

IRS Publication 519, at 
3-7 

9. Original date of your entry 
into the U.S. 

I.R.C. § 7701(b)
(1) 

Treas. Reg. 
§ 301.7701(b)-1 

IRS Publication 519, at 
3-7 

10. Date on which you last ar-
rived in the U.S. 

I.R.C. § 7701(b)
(1) 

Treas. Reg. 
§ 301.7701(b)-1 

IRS Publication 519, at 
3-7 

11. Are you a resident alien of 
the U.S.? If “No,” enter the 
country of which you are a resi-
dent 

I.R.C. § 6851 Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.6851-2 

IRS Publication 519, at 
50-51 

31. If line 29 is more than line 
25, subtract line 25 from line 
29. This is the amount you 
overpaid. Any overpayment 
of tax will be refunded only 
when you file your final re-
turn for the tax year. 

N/A N/A IRS Publications 17; 
IRS Form 1040-C In-
structions; IRS Form 
1040 Instructions 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/31
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/1401
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/1403
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/part-1#subjgrp5
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/7701
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/301.7701(b)-1
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6851
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040gi.pdf


25 

 

 

12.  Did you receive or do you 
expect to receive any income 
subject to U.S. income tax for 
the tax year shown on line 4 on 
the front of this form? If “Yes,” 
complete 12b and 12c. If “No,” 
go to line 13. 
b. Was U.S. income tax with-
held? 
c. Did you make any estimated 
income tax payments? 

I.R.C. § 6851 Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.6851-2 

IRS Publication 519, at 
50-51 

13.  Did you receive any income 
subject to U.S. income tax dur-
ing the prior tax year? If “Yes,” 
complete 13b and 13c. 
b. U.S. address shown on the 
income tax return you filed for 
that year 
c. (1) Year (2) Taxable income 
(3) Tax paid (4) Balance due 

I.R.C. § 6851 Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.6851-2 

IRS Publication 519, at 
50-51 

14.  Are you liable for filing tax 
returns or paying taxes to the 
United States for any prior year 
not shown above? 

I.R.C. § 6851(d) Treas. Reg. 
§ 1.6851-2 

IRS Publication 519, at 
50-51; IRS Form 1040-
C Instructions 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6851
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6851
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/6851
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26/1.6851-2
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p519.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040c.pdf



